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Gary Grabaum, Commodore 

Don’t forget the upcoming 
General Membership 

Meeting 
 

7:30 PM on  Tuesday, 
June 14 th,  

Tompkins Center 
Grosse Pointe Park 

The Lake Shore Sail Club 
sailing season is underway!   
 
We are over halfway into the 
Spring Sunset Series with 
good participation and some 
good competition.  The first 
Sunday race in the Club Series 
brought out about half those 
registered on a beautiful day 
with great conditions, good 
racing followed by delicious 
hotdogs!  If you haven’t raced - 
get out there, or at least stop 
by after for the hotdogs and 
embellished stories of what 
happened on the water. 
 
Our 2011 cruising season was 
kicked-off by trip to Belle River 
for Memorial Day weekend.  I’ll 
let Vice Commodore Trish 
Whalen tell you all about it in 
her report. Thank you to the 

Vice Commodore and all 
those that helped for a 
great start to the cruising 
season. 
 
Lady Jill and I have been 
enjoying attending the 
various DRYA member 
club’s Balls, and have 
started plans for our Ball 
next February…..more 
on that shortly! 
 
Don’t forget to attend the 
June 14th General 
Membership meeting 
being held at the 
Tompkins Center inside 
the Grosse Pointe Park 
(Park) at 7:30 PM.  
 – I hope to see you 
there. 
 
Have a great summer! 
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Trish Whalen, Vice Commodore 

choice in writing at your earliest 
convenience. 
    I am really good at judging 
margarita contests!  Who knew? 
    Tim and Cathy McGuire make 
1st place margaritas! 
    Mike and Kathy McGuire make 
kick ass margaritas! 
    Commodore Gary Grabaum 
makes a lot of really good 
margaritas really, really fast! 
    Frank and Susan Sonye make 
mango margaritas. 
    Phil and Lucky Clark could 
start their own line of Parrot 
Wear. 
    I found out what you do with a 
drunken sailor, you ask if he 
wants to become a Lake Shore 
Sail Club member! 
   My son, Robert, could be next 
in line as a LSSC Grill Master.  
However, he needs to stop doing 
so many taste tests! 
    That I never get tired of 
hearing "Well, when I was Vice 
Commodore... (insert tall tale 
here)". 
    And last, but definitely not 
least, my Dad and Donna must 
really love me to let me use 
Notorious as a nautical U-haul!  
Thanks a ton you guys!  I could 
not have done it without you.  
One down, two to go! 
    To those of you who missed 
this past cruise, I hope you can 
make either the 4th of July or the 
Labor Day cruises (if not both).  I 
have some fun things up my 
sleeve! 
 
Happy Sailing! 
 

Dear LSSC Members, 
 
  What a great start to the 
cruising season!  We had 14 
boats and 48 people attend the 
Memorial Day Cruise.  I have to 
admit, I was a little nervous about 
throwing this shindig.  I can throw 
a mean party but throwing a party 
in Canada where you bring 
everything by boat (and it's not 
even my boat!) is definitely a test 
to my party throwing abilities.  I'm 
happy to say, everything turned 
out great and here's a few things 
I learned along the way... 
    If Tom and Brenda Boyce want 
to help you with a cruise, LET 
THEM!  You two ROCK!  I can't 
thank you enough for the 
Cheeseburger in Paradise Party!  
They flipped 66 sliders in 1 hour 
and blended a total of 144 
margaritas (I think it was 144, I 
lost count after my 3rd).  Not only 
did they host this huge bash but 
they also brought and set up an 
outdoor theatre so we could 
watch movies and a live Jimmy 
Buffett concert.  I did help a little 
with the theatre set up...I brought 
the white sheet :) 
    While on cruises, LSSC 
members NEED coffee both 
Saturday and Sunday morning, 
no matter what your Dad says.  I 
never want to walk out of the 
Belle River Marina ladies room 
and be greeted by 6 bleary eyed 
Past Commodores ever again.  I 
promise there will be coffee both 
mornings on the next 2 cruises.  
Please submit your blend of 
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When it Rains, It Pours.  And this year, 
there’s more than one meaning behind 
that.  We have had one of the wettest 
springs on record.  Last I heard this 
spring was in the top 5 or 3.  But on the 
plus side, that has helped keep the 
water levels up. 
 
The second meaning – we’ve had our 
share of “Oh Crap!!” moments in 
anticipation of the 2011 racing season.  
At the end of April we found out that the 
company we and many other clubs use 
for flags has shut their doors after 30 
years in business.  Don King has been 
diligently working on a solution, but for 
right now we are going with The 
Emperor’s New Clothes Flag Service.  
Those of you that won a flag for the first 
Sunday race received one of those new-
fangled flags.  When I called Marine 
One Towing & Salvage to set up a date 
to chuck the marks, I was told that the 
boat they use for that was out on charter 
for the month of May.  To our rescue 
came Great Lakes Yacht Club, 
specifically Dave Parkes (Jalapeño), 
and the use of their launch boat.  On a 
cold, wet, windy, etc. etc. May 15th, Mike 
McGuire, Tim McGuire, Adam McGuire 
and I went out with Dave and launched 
all of the marks. If you see Dave, please 
give him and GLYC a hardy Thanks! for 
helping out.  And it’s a good thing Dave 
was there – the McGuire clan (yes, I am 
including myself in there) would have 
chickened out and waited for better 
weather. Dave talked us into going out 
and getting it done.  Thanks to Dick 
Koller and Tim Thompson for getting the 
marks ready. 
 
We have had one Sunday race and two, 
should have been three, Wednesday 
races at the time I write this.  There are 
42 boats registered for the Wednesday 
series and 23 boats registered for the 
Sunday series.  Down from times long 
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Sheila Fleming, Rear Commodore 
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ago, but in line with the last few 
years.  We couldn’t have asked for 
better weather for the Sunday race.  
Wednesday, however, is a different 
story; one extreme to the next.  The 
first Wednesday race was almost a 
drifter.  It was the first time in 13 
Wednesday races that we had to use 
a short-short course. The double S 
flags were something that many 
racers had never seen before and 
we had to refer them to their race 
instructions for the proper course.  
The second Wednesday race had to 
be cancelled due to the bad weather.  
Not only was it predicted to roll in, it 
was here around 4:00.  I work on the 
32nd floor of an office building in 
downtown Detroit and that sky did 
not look pleasant at all from that 
vantage point.  Thanks to Mike 
McGuire and Bob Walker, acting as 
PRO, for making many phone calls 
to all the racers on May 25th to let 
them know the race was cancelled.  
The third Wednesday race was a 
triple W – Wet, Windy, and Wild.  
Wind gusts up to 40 mph (some said 
they saw 45), big rolling waves, and 
ripped sails made for an exciting 
night.  I know some of you like that 
kind of stuff, maybe even thrive in it, 
but I’m hoping for a bit calmer 
remainder of the season. 
 
I am looking for one or two 
volunteers to roast hot dogs at JB 
after the Wednesday races.  If you 
can help out a race or two, I would 
appreciate it.  Please let me know at 
the June meeting if and when you 
are available. 
 
Happy Racing! 
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PIRATE TAILS 
By 

Lilli Boyce 
 
 

 
 

TRUTHS, HALF TRUTHS & DOWNRIGHT LIES 
 

Hi, this is Lilli (the Pirate) and I was pleased that Uncle Ed, our LSSC Log editor, invited me to 
produce another article for the June issue. Do you like my eye patch? Do you know why Pirates 
wore eye patches?  
 
Many people believe that Pirates wore eye patches to cover either a missing eye or an eye that 
was wounded in battle. But, in fact, it was used to condition their eye so that they could fight in the 
dark. Think about it….It takes an average human eye about 4 – 5 minutes to change to so- called 
“ night vision ”,  so if a pirate was fighting on a well lit deck and then had to go below to fight where 
it was usually pretty dark, 5 – 6 minutes is a long time to be swinging blind when people are trying 
to kill you. So smart pirates would use an eye patch to prepare one eye to see in the dark and 
when they would jump down below, they would swap the eye patch to the other eye and be able to 
see. 
 
For me, this patch is also very helpful when I go below on my parents boat, I can see my dog 
biscuits right away 
 
Also…Do you know what a small pirate ship is called?.......A “Thug Boat” …he he!! 
 
Love, Lilli 
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The Love Love was built to look as if it is sinking..... 
French artist Julien Berthier has designed a fully functional boat to look 
as if it is sinking. 
The 6.5m (21ft) yacht was cut in half with a new keel and motor added 
so it remains in the sinking position while being fully functional. He 
describes it as "the permanent and mobile image of a wrecked ship that 
has become a functional and safe leisure object."  

I’ll bet the Coast Guard 
loves this guy………. 
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The designer and artist designed and built the boat in 
2007. He named his creation Love Love 
  

Berthier has taken the boat (or should I say half-a-boat) 
across the English Channel to London and has toured it 
around Europe, getting plenty of offers of assistance from 
unwitting good Samaritans, who would presumably be 
either very annoyed or rather bemused by the contraption. 
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For a few of us who don’t have to be at 
work, there’s breakfast every Friday 
morning at Apple Annies. 
When: Fridays at 9:00 a.m. 
Where: Apple Annies on Gratiot near I-94 
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A Fish Story........ 

 

A guy who lives at Lake Conroe (50 miles north of H ouston) 
saw a ball bouncing around kind of strange in the l ake and 
went to investigate.  It turned out to be a flathea d catfish 
that had apparently tried to swallow a basketball t hat 
became stuck in its mouth!!  The fish was totally e xhausted 
from trying to dive, but unable to, because the bal l would 
always bring him back up to the surface.  The guy t ried 
numerous times to get the ball out, but was unsucce ssful. 
He finally had his wife cut the ball in order to de flate it and 
release the hungry catfish.  
 

You probably wouldn't have believed this, 
if you hadn't seen the following pictures:  
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Be kinder than necessary because everyone bites 
off more than they can chew 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pictures from the first Wednesday night race of 201 1 

 

The non-club boat Parlay 

The boat Immisericors owned by club member 
Tim McGuire 
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The committee boat Itsfunagain owned 
by Past Commodore Mike McGuire 

The class D start 
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Ed Dyer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

. 
My plea for help turned up three very interesting articles even if they were 
somewhat unusual.  Thanks to Cecil McIntosh for his article on the hungry catfish 
and to Marc Saurbier for the half boat article.  Lilli Boyce’s article on why pirates 
wear patches over one eye was certainly informative.  Thanks to Steve Selinger, 
Trish Whalen, and Gary Grabaum for their pictures of the Belle River cruise and 
Melissa Stephen for her pictures of the Wednesday night race. 
 
As always, if you want to write an article or have some photographs that you would 
like to share with the Club, please E-mail them to me.  I use my laptop for all of my 
E-mail so I would appreciate it if you would use e_dyer@comcast.net  as my 
address. 
 
 

 

Tom Boyce served up 86 of his “cheeseburgers in par adise” 
on Saturday afternoon aboard Traveller and there we re so 

many requests for the recipe that he provided it an d we have 
published it here 
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“ CHEESE BURGERS IN PARADISE ” SLIDER RECIPE SERVED AT THE MEMORIAL DAY 
CRUISE ON TRAVELLER  
 
2 LB Ground Chuck 
1 LB Ground Sirloin 
½ Cup Bread Crumbs 
¼ Cup Steak Sauce 
4 Eggs 
1 ½ TSP Salt 
½ TSP Pepper 
Medium cheddar cheese ¼ slice per burger 
 
Mix together first seven ingredients 
 
Make into 3-4 oz 
Burgers

Belle River cruise, Margarita Contest, cheeseburger s in paradise- it 
doesn’t get any better than that 

Past commodore 
Mike McGuire 
looks like his 
parrot did a 

number on the 
back of his shirt 

The donkey in the 
picture is the entry of 

Mike and Kathy 
McGuire in the 

Margarita contest.  
The Margaritas come 

out of the donkey’s ah 
well use your 
imagination 
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Mike McGuire, Jill Grabaum and Gary 
Grabaum show off their island attire.   

Lucky  Clark shows off 
her parrot head ware.  

Phil and Lucky Clark won 
first prize in the best 
island attire contest 

Brenda Boyce was the 
assistant chef aboard Traveller 
serving up cheeseburgers in 

paradise  

Past Commodore Ron Whalen, Vice 
Commodore Trish Whalen and Past 
Commodore Tom Boyce sample the 
entries in the Margarita contest.  The 
contest was won by Cathy and Tim 

McGuire 
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Who is this Polynesian 
princess?  It’s Addison 

Grabaum 

The arrow points the 
way to cheese burgers 

in paradise 

Cheese burgers in paradise and 
bottomless Margaritas aboard Traveller 
owned by past commodore Tom Boyce 

Mike McGuire pours a kickass Margarita 
from the donkeys behind 
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Chef - in – training Robert 
Young, son of Vice Commodore 

Trish Whalen 

Phil Cark shows off the latest 
fashion in island head ware 

Robert Young, Hanna Thompson, Madeline Thompson, Logan Grabaum, 
Brian Thompson, Braden Grabaum, Charlie Thompson, A ddison 

Grabaum  
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Mark Your Calendars 
 –  

Lake Shore Sail Club 
General Meeting 

 
Tuesday June 14, 2011 at 7:30 pm 

Tompkins Center 
Grosse Pointe Park 

 

Master  Chefs Frank Kunick, Robert Young, Steve 
Selinger 
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Support our Advertising Sponsors 
The LSSC race program could not take place without their help. 

 


