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April 2008 
 
 
 
Lake Shore Sail Club Members and Non-member racers: 
 
We are pleased to attach the 2008 Sailing Instructions.  Please read them carefully and keep them as 
your reference for the season.  Also, please note the following highlights for 2008: 
 
1. We will be using a new automatic starting device which replaces the shotgun for the Sunset Series.  

The device is an automatic timer with a pair of very loud  air horns.  Please do not get too close to 
the committee boat as it may blow out your sails. 

 
2. TOT scoring will remain in effect for all race series for 2008. 
 
3. We have modified the wording of the Time Limit so that in the event a class does not qualify for a 

race due to the class time limit expiring, individual boats in that class may race past that limit to 
compete for the overall award.  Then, the requirement being, that at least one boat in ANY class, 
finish within its class time limit, to qualify the race. 

       
4. Communications: Please refer to the race instructions and monitor VHF channel 68 for courtesy 

communications.  As always, visual signals will take precedence over all other communications. 
 

5. All race results will be posted on our website: www.lakeshoresailclub.org. 
 

6. The Awards Parties for both the Spring and Summer Wednesday Sunset Series will again be held at 
the Harper Woods Community Center located at 19748 Harper Ave. (I-94 and Allard). 

 
7. For Sunday Club Series we will revert back to our traditional four (4) regular Sunday races this year, 

with only one race per scheduled Sunday.  Accordingly, we will revert back to the 1:30 PM start time 
for those races. 

 
8. Skippers meetings prior to the Special Races will be held at the Jefferson Beach Gazebo at the time 

indicated in each Race’s instructions.  Please make plans to attend these meetings to register for the 
race and to be apprised of any changes in class splits or other instructions. 
 

9. Hot Dogs and awards will follow each Sunday and Special Race at the Jefferson Beach Gazebo.  As 
always, all members and guests are welcome and encouraged to attend. 

 
 
We encourage you to participate for the enjoyment of recreational sailing, the camaraderie of your fellow 
sailors, and are pleased to welcome you to an exciting 2008 season! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tim Thompson     Gary Grabaum 
Rear Commodore, LSSC Fleet Captain, LSSC 
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LAKE SHORE SAIL CLUB - RACE COMMITTEE 
 
Race Committee Chairperson Tim Thompson  
Fleet Captain Gary Grabaum 
PRO - Spring Series PC Randy Semmler 
PRO - Summer Series PC Randy Semmler   
Results Committee Chelsea Semmler (Wednesday), PC Mike McGuire and Sheila Fleming (Sunday) 
Committee Boat Chairperson PC Don King 
Marks Committee Dick Koller, George Kasza  
Protest Committee PC Brian Lang, Norm Mallory, Matt Savage  
Ratings Committee PC Chuck Blaty, Dick Koller, Matt Savage 
Hotdog Committee Joe Benoit 
Committee Boat Support Jack Bates, Ed Dyer, Linda Evo, Lady Ann Lawson, Lady Kathy Nixon, Chelsea Semmler,  
 PC Randy Semmler, PC Bill Spencer  
Sunday and Special Races RC Tim Thompson 
 

LAKE SHORE SAIL CLUB  
 

2008 RACE SCHEDULE 
 
SUNDAY AND SPECIAL RACE PROGRAM WEDNESDAY SUNSET SE RIES PROGRAM 
   
  Spring Series    
Date Time Race  
May 18 1330 Sunday Race #1 May 14 Race #1 
June 8 1100 Thomas Cup May 21 Race #2 
June 22 1330 Sunday Race #2 May 28 Race #3   
June 29 1330 Jack and Jill Race June 4 Race #4 
July 20 1330 Junior’s Race June 11 Race #5 
August 3 1330 Sunday Race #3 June 18 Race #6 
August 16 1100  Commodore’s Cup    
August 24 1330  Single Handed Race Summer Series  
September 7 1330  Petticoat Race      
September 14 TBD  (Alternate Race Date) August 6 Race #1 
September 21       1100             Sunday Race #4 August 13 Race #2 
September 28       TBD              (Alternate Race Date) August 20  Race #3 
October 4              1100             Team Race August 27 Race #4 
  September 3 Race #5 

  September 10 Race #6  
 

LSSC RACE MARK LOCATIONS:  

LSSC Member racers acting as Race Committee 
will receive a score for that race as the average 
of their other races in that series.  Included in the 
average are races not raced (DNS, DNC, DNF, 
OCS, etc.) as determined by the race registration.  

G N 42° 28.500’ W 82° 51.000’ 
L N 42° 29.810’ W 82° 50.620’ 
M N 42° 30.220’ W 82° 48.990’ 
K N 42° 29.370’ W 82° 47.700’ 
N N 42° 28.090’ W 82° 48.030’ 
O N 42° 27.660’ W 82° 49.630’ 
S N 42° 28.930’ W 82° 49.340’ 
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2008 LSSC SUNDAY (CLUB) SERIES - Sailing Instructio ns 
 

The following Sailing Instructions, supplemented by the Lake 
Shore Sail Club Constitution and By-Laws shall apply to all 
regular course Sunday Series races and all other races where 
applicable. 
 
A.  RULES 
The current rules of the United States Sailing Association 
(USSA) shall govern, except as modified by these sailing 
instructions.  Further, the Race Committee may, for good cause, 
alter these Sailing Instructions. 
 
B.  RACE DATES  
The dates for races covered by these instructions can be found 
in the 2008 Race Schedule printed on page 3 of this document. 
 
C.  STARTING SEQUENCE 
The Committee boat flying the LSSC Burgee and RC flag 
should be on station by 1300.  The first fleet warning signal shall 
be given at 1324 or as soon thereafter as practical. 
 
Races will be started using USS RRS 26. 
 
The following is the starting sequence under ideal conditions in 
which there are no delays or postponements.  It should be con-
sidered as a guide.  Class flag colors are listed as well. 
 
1324 ATTENTION: SIX SHORT HORNS 
1325 Warning Signal: Gun or Horn and 1st Class Flag Up 
1330 Class A Class Flag: Green 
1335 Class B Class Flag: Blue 
 

VISUAL SIGNALS - Visual Signals determine timing of 
the race.  Attention may be drawn to the visual signals by 
the firing of a horn or other audible signal. 
 
TIMING ERROR - When a class is not recalled after an 
error in the timing of the Start Signal, each succeeding 
signal shall be given at the correct interval from the 
preceding signal. 
 

D.  SIGNALS 
 

POSTPONEMENT - New Class Flag is not raised. 
 
RESTART - Attention sound Long Horn followed one 
minute later by Gun or Horn/Class Flag raised. 
 
SHORTENED COURSE - Flag "S" (blue square on a 
white field) - Two (2) guns or horns -The Shortened 
Course flag shall be displayed at the start, below the flag 
that designates the course to be sailed. 
 
The Shortened Course flag flown from a RC boat at a 
turning mark means to finish between the boat displaying 
the flag and the mark. 
 
ABANDONMENT - Flag "N" (blue and white checked) - 
Three (3) guns or horns - All races are abandoned for the 
day.  Boats shall be notified of any rescheduling by the 
Race Committee. 

 
FINISHING - First boat in each fleet - One (1) gun or horn 
- The first boat in each class to finish may be given a 
salute of one gun or horn, if circumstances permit. 

 

INDIVIDUAL RECALL - Flag "X" (blue cross on white 
field) shall be displayed when one or more boats cross the 
starting line prior to their starting signal.  A sound signal 
may be given for each over early (on the course side) 
boat.  An attempt to hail the sail number(s) may be made 
by the Committee Boat.  It is the responsibility of each 
boat to make a proper start. 
 
GENERAL RECALL  – “First Substitute” - signal (yellow 
triangle within a blue triangle) - Two (2) guns or horns - If 
a large portion of the class crosses the starting line early, 
or if a significant error is made in the timing of the starting 
signal, the class may be recalled for a new start.   
 
The First Substitute shall be raised (2 guns or horns) and 
the recalled class shall clear the starting area and become 
the last class to start (five minutes after the last scheduled 
start in the original order of starting).  If the recalled class 
was, itself, the last (or only) start, it shall be restarted, 
beginning with a new warning Signal.  Other classes shall 
start without interruption. 
 
VHF Channel 68  – will be used by the Committee Boat for 
courtesy announcements before and during each race. 
 

E. HEADSAIL USE, RATING ADJUSTMENT & RESTRICTIONS  
 
HEADSAIL USAGE - Any headsail included in a boat’s 
primary rating may be used.  Additionally, for either class, 
a symmetrical spinnaker, and/or an asymmetrical 
spinnaker may be used. 
The choice of which combination of sails to use may be 
made during each race.  It is not necessary to declare 
beforehand which, if any, sail combination will be used.  
The boat’s rating will be adjusted after the race has been 
completed.  The committee must be informed 
immediately at the end of each race as to which sai ls 
were used. 

 
RATING ADJUSTMENT FOR SPINNAKER USAGE - If a 
symmetrical spinnaker is flown at any time during the 
race, the boat’s primary rating will be used as the rating 
for that race.  If an asymmetrical spinnaker is flown at any 
time during a race, a 6 sec/mile credit will be added to the 
boat’s primary rating for that race.  If a boat chooses to 
sail JAM only for the entire race, a 12 sec/mile credit will 
be added to the boat’s primary rating for that race. 
 
If both a symmetrical and an asymmetrical spinnaker are 
flown at any time during a race, the boat’s primary rating 
will be used as the rating for that race.  

 
HEADSAIL RESTRICTIONS 

Headsails must be flown hanked to the headstay or 
in the headstay groove.  Whisker and spinnaker 
poles may be used on headsails. 

 
Neither whisker nor spinnaker poles may be used 
with asymmetrical spinnakers. 
 
If flown, an asymmetrical spinnaker must be 
attached to a tack point (or attached to a tack line 
that is led to a tack point) that is no more than 12 
inches fore or aft of the jib tack. 
 
Staysails may not be flown. 
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F.  CLASS DESIGNATION  
Two classes, “A” and “B”, will be designated for the season.  
Boats will be assigned to a class based on PHRF rating.  Faster 
boats (numerically lower rating) will be assigned to class “A”.  
Slower boats (numerically higher rating) will be assigned to 
class “B”. 
 
G.  COURSE 
Refer to Course A, page 7, for approximate mark location and 
mark rounding sequence.  A course number flag shall be flown 
under the RC flag, which shall indicate the course to be sailed.  
The Committee Boat may also display a numbered sign near 
its transom.  All marks shall be rounded to the outside of, and 
in sequence with, the marks of the selected course to the finish 
line. 
 

START AND FINISH LINES - The Start and Finish Lines 
are a line between the "S" mark and the mast of the 
Committee boat.  The Finish Line shall be crossed from 
the direction of the last turning mark of the course. 
 
NAVIGATIONAL ROUNDING - In the event that a mark 
is missing, boats shall make a “navigational rounding” 
using the appropriate GPS coordinates. 
 
RESTRICTED AREAS AT THE START AND FINISH - 
All boats shall keep clear of a restricted area 200 feet 
back of the starting line and between two imaginary lines 
extending out-ward and back from the starting buoy and 
the stern on the committee boat at 45 degrees, and 
including the first leg of the course until the warning 
signal (5 minutes to start) for their class has been made.  
A boat that has finished shall keep clear of the finish line 
and of all boats still racing.  Violators of this rule are 
subject to protest. 

 
The committee boat may place a protective flag off its 
quarter and no boat shall pass between it and the 
committee boat.  A boat passing between the committee 
boat and the protective marker shall be deemed to have 
hit a mark and must take appropriate action (720º 
Penalty Turn).  Any boat that sails the course but does 
not properly start shall be listed "DNS" or “OCS”. 

 
H.  TIME LIMIT 
The time limit shall be four (4) hours after the start of each 
class.  ONE boat finishing within the time limit shall qualify the 
race for that class. ANY boat finishing within the time limit shall 
qualify ALL classes for OVERALL results, even if their class did 
not qualify individually for the race. The Committee boat shall 
stay on station until reasonably certain that all boats have 
finished, or until four (4) hours after the last start.  Boats not 
across the finish line by that time shall record their own finish 
time ("S" mark abeam and within two boat lengths), and report 
to the Race Committee, at the after-race awards location as 
soon as possible, or within 24 hours to the Race Chairperson. 
I.   PROTESTS 
To protest another boat, a boat shall: (1) During the race, 
immediately inform the other boat by hailing "Protest" or words 
to that effect.  In all other cases, a boat intending to protest shall 
attempt to inform the other boat at the first reasonable 
opportunity.  (2) At the first reasonable opportunity, display flag 
"B" or a red rectangular flag and keep the flag displayed until 
acknowledged by the race committee.  (3) Submit a written 
protest on a form available within the USSA rule Book and from 
the LSSC Race Committee within two (2) hours of finishing the 
race.  Protests will be accepted at the after race awards location 

the day of the event.  The Protest Chairman shall inform the 
boats involved of the time and place of the hearing. 
 
J.  PENALTIES FOR RULE INFRINGEMENT  
USSA Penalties for Breaking Rules, Rule 44 in its entirety is in 
effect for this series.  A boat that may have broken a rule of Part 
2 of the RRS, while racing, may avoid the protest by taking the 
720° turn penalty, Rule 44.1 and 44.2.   
 
The Scoring Penalty Rule 44.3 is also in effect.  A boat may 
avoid disqualification by accepting a penalty prior to a hearing.  If 
Rule 44.3 is used it is recommended that they report their 
intentions to the committee boat stationed at the finish line.  Flag 
"I" (black circle on a yellow field), or a yellow flag should be flown 
to indicate acceptance of a scoring penalty for breaking the rules. 
 
Any score determined as the result of a rules infringement shall 
be used in calculating all results. 
 
The Protest Committee may disqualify a boat for serious 
infringement of the rules, whether or not serious damage 
resulted. 
 
K.  ELIGIBILITY  
Any boat owned or chartered by a senior member of LSSC shall 
be eligible to race, provided the Race Committee has accepted 
its entrance.  All boats shall be PHRF rateable and comply with 
Coast Guard requirements. 
 
All boats shall be assigned a PHRF rating by the Race 
Committee.  It is the responsibility of each owner to maintain the 
boats to the conditions for which the rating was assigned.  Any 
changes must be reported prior to the race(s) in which it is 
competing, to the Race Committee.  Boats not complying with 
this rule are subject to disqualification. 
 
L.  CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES  
The Club Championship shall be determined by the best four (4) 
of six (6) races.  One of the four races must be either the 
Thomas Cup or Commodore's Cup Long Distance race. 
 
Participants shall register for either Class A or Class B.  If you 
switch classes, the race(s) shall not count toward the season 
championship, but shall be counted toward season participation 
recognition and any award for the individual race(s). 
 
Sunday Series registrants are automatically registered for the 
Thomas Cup and Commodore's Cup races.  Skippers not 
registered for the Sunday series may register for the Thomas 
Cup or Commodore's Cup ($7.00 ea.) at the skippers meeting 
the day of the race.  Sunday Series Skippers are advised to 
attend these meetings to check for changes in the race program. 
 
M.  AWARDS 
First, second and third place awards will be given for each class. 
 
The LSSC Club Championship will be determined by the LSSC 
low-point scoring system, (3/4 point for first, 2 points for second, 
3 points for third, etc.), utilizing the boat's four (4) best finishes, 
one of which must be either the Thomas Cup or Commodore's 
Cup Race.  Any score resulting from a protest decision must be 
counted.  In the event of a tie, the US Sailing rules apply as in 
Appendix A Chapter 8. 
 
Overall winners of the LSSC Club Championship will be 
presented their awards at the November Membership Meeting.  
Awards for individual races will be presented at the Hot Dog 
Roast following the day’s race(s). 
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SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
 
LSSC JUNIOR'S RACE  
 
To be eligible to compete in the Junior's Race, the race 
requirements and Sailing Instructions will be the same as set 
forth for the Sunday Series.  (See COURSE CHART A - Page 
7)  However, “Juniors” only shall take the helm from the 
preparatory signal to the finish. 
 
A "Junior" is the son or daughter of a Lake Shore Sail Club 
Founding or Senior Member who is 13-18 years of age within 
the calendar year of the race.  A person under legal 
guardianship of a Lake Shore Sail Club Founding or Senior 
Member shall also qualify as a Junior. 
 
The Junior shall race his or her parent's boat.  If two or more 
Juniors are in the same family and are eligible to compete, 
additional Lake Shore Sail Club Boats may be solicited.   
 
Starting time for the first class will be 1330 at the "S" mark. 
 
A Skipper's meeting will be held at Jefferson Beach Gazebo on 
the morning of the race, at 1030.  At that time you may register 
for a fee of $7.00, and receive special instructions and class 
assignments. 
 
Results and a hot dog roast will follow the race at the JBM.  In 
addition, trophies will be presented at the November 
Membership Meeting. 
 
 
LSSC JACK & JILL  RACE 
 
All eligible boats in the club are invited to race.  The Racing 
Instructions for the Sunday Series shall apply for this race with 
the following exceptions: 
 

1. The crew is restricted to two persons, one male and 
one female.   

 
2. A USCG approved PFD MUST be worn at all times.  

Non-compliance shall result in a DSQ. 
 
3. All boats shall race JAM.   
 
4. The results of this race shall not affect the Sunday 

Club Series standings.  (See COURSE CHARTS A - 
Page 7.) 

 
 
Attendance is required at the Skipper's meeting held at the 
Jefferson Beach Gazebo on the morning of the race at 1030.  At 
that time you may register for a fee of $7.00 and receive special 
instructions and class assignments. 
 
Starting time for the first class will be 1330 at the "S" mark. 
 
Race results and a hot dog roast will follow the race at the 
Jefferson Beach Gazebo.  In addition, trophies will be 
presented at the November Membership Meeting. 

LSSC PETTICOAT RACE  
 
All eligible boats in the club are invited to race.  The Racing 
Instructions for the Sunday Series shall apply for this race with 
the following exceptions: 
 

1. From the preparatory signal to the finish only a female 
shall be at the helm. 

 
2. The results of this race shall not affect the Sunday Club 

Series standings.  (See COURSE CHART A- Page 7.)   
 
Attendance is required at the Skipper's meeting held at 
Jefferson Beach Gazebo on the morning of the race at 1030.  At 
that time you must register for a fee of $7.00 and receive any 
special instructions and class assignments.   
 
Starting time for the first class will be at 1330 at the "S" mark. 
 
Race results and a hot dog roast will follow the race at the 
Jefferson Beach Gazebo.  In addition trophies will be presented 
at the November Membership Meeting. 
 
 
LSSC SINGLE-HANDED RACE  
 
All eligible boats in the club are invited to race.  The Racing 
Instructions for the Sunday Series shall apply for this race (See 
course chart-A on page 7), with the following exceptions: 
 
1. There shall be only one person aboard a boat competing 

in the Single-handed Race. 
 
2. A USCG approved PFD MUST be worn at all times.  Non-

compliance shall result in a DSQ. 
 
3. Self-steering devices may be used. 
 
4. There shall be no outside assistance while racing.  It is the 

sole responsibility of each participant to start, continue or 
discontinue the race. 

 
5. All Boats shall race JAM. 
 
Attendance is required at the Skipper's meeting held at the 
Jefferson Beach Gazebo on the morning of the race at 1030.  At 
that time you must register for a fee of $7.00 and receive any 
special instructions and class assignments. 
 
Starting time for the first class will be at 1330 at the "S" mark. 
 
Race results and a hot dog roast will follow the race at the 
Jefferson Beach Gazebo.  In addition, a trophy will be 
presented at the November Membership Meeting. 
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Course A - Sunday and Special Races 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 All Segments Approximately 1.3 nm Headings Approxim ate & Magnetic 
 

Course Number Long Course (6.5 nm) Short course (5. 2 nm) 
1 S – L – M – K – N – S  S – L – M – K – S  
2 S – N – K – M – L – S  S – N – K – M – S  
3 S – M – K – N – O – S  S – M – K – N – S  
4 S – O – N – K – M – S  S – O – N – K – S  

 
Turning Mark Latitude Longitude 

G N 42° 28.500' W 82° 51.000' 
L N 42° 29.810' W 82° 50.620' 
M N 42° 30.220' W 82° 48.990' 
K N 42° 29.370' W 82° 47.700' 
N N 42° 28.090' W 82° 48.030' 
O N 42° 27.660' W 82° 49.630' 
S N 42° 28.930' W 82° 49.340' 
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SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
THOMAS CUP RACE 

 
 

 
All eligible members of the club are invited to race.  A Skipper's 
meeting will be held at Jefferson Beach Gazebo the morning of 
the race at 0830.  At that time you may register for a fee of $7.00 
and receive special instructions and class assignments. 
 
This is a counting race for the LSSC Club Championship Series 
 
Those members who are registered for the Sunday Club Series 
are automatically registered for this race and are not required to 
pay an additional fee.  If you switch divisions, this race will not 
count toward the Club Championship. 
 
Results and a hot dog roast will follow the race at the Jefferson 
Beach Gazebo.  In addition trophies will be presented at the 
November Membership Meeting. 
 
RACE INSTRUCTIONS 
 

The Sailing Instructions for the Sunday Club 
Series shall apply to this race except as modified 
in these Special Instructions. 

 
STARTING TIMES 
 
Races will be started using USS RRS 26. 
Committee boat should be on station by 1030 
The following is the starting sequence under ideal conditions in 
which there are no delays or postponements.  It should be con-
sidered as a guide.  Class flag colors are listed as well. 
 
1054 ATTENTION: SIX SHORT HORNS 
1055 Warning Signal: Gun or Horn and 1st Class Flag Up 
1100 Class A Class Flag: Green 
1105 Class B Class Flag: Blue 
 
 
TIME LIMIT 
 
The time limit shall be seven (7) hours after the start of each 
class.  ONE boat finishing within the time limit shall qualify the 
race for that class. ANY boat finishing within the time limit shall 
qualify ALL classes for OVERALL results, even if their class did 
not qualify individually for the race. The Committee boat shall 
stay on station until reasonably certain that all boats have 
finished, or until seven (7) hours after the last start.  Boats not 
across the finish line by that time shall record their own finish 
time ("G" mark abeam and within two boat lengths), and report 
to the Race Committee, at the after-race awards location as 
soon as possible, or within 24 hours to the Race Chairperson. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COURSE TO BE SAILED – (SEE COURSE B - PAGE 9)  
 
The race shall start and finish at the "G" Mark.  The Committee 
boat shall fly a course number flag under the LSSC burgee and 
RC flag.   
 

Course #1  
Marks to Port (except “K” to starboard): 
G, O, St. Clair Light, G-1, K, G 
 
Course #2 
Marks to Starboard (except “K” to port): 
G, K, G-1, St. Clair Light, O, G 
 
Course #3  
Marks to Port (all marks): 
G, O, St. Clair Light, K, G 
 
Course #4 
Marks to Starboard (all marks): 
G, K, St. Clair Light, O, G 

 
SHORTENED COURSE  
The Shortened Course flag ("S" - Blue Square on a white field) 
flown by a RC boat at a turning mark means to finish between the 
boat and that mark.   
 
SPECIAL NOTE 
The course includes a freighter channel mark at the St. Clair 
Light.  Boats shall remain clear of all freighter traffic while 
rounding this mark.  Interference with freighter traffic shall result 
in disqualification.  All boats shall display proper running lights, 
as conditions require. 
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Course B – Thomas Cup Race 

 
Headings Approximate & Magnetic  

 
Course Number Long Course (16.9 nm) Short Course (9 .6 nm) 

1 G – O – SCL - G1 – K – G   
2 G – K - G1 – SCL – O – G   
3  G – O – SCL – K – G  
4  G – K – SCL – O – G  

 
Turning Mark Latitude Longitude 

G N 42° 28.500' W 82° 51.000' 
O N 42° 27.660' W 82° 49.630' 
K N 42° 29.370' W 82° 47.700' 

G1 (Huron Point)  N 42° 33.207’ W 82° 44.868’ 
SCL (St. Clair Light) N 42° 27.892’ W 82° 45.206’ 
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SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
COMMODORE'S CUP RACE 

  
 

All eligible members of the club are invited to race.  A Skipper's 
meeting will be held at Jefferson Beach Gazebo the morning of 
the race at 0830.  At that time you may register for a fee of $7.00 
and receive special instructions and class assignments. 
 
The Sailing Instructions for the Sunday Club Series shall apply for 
this race except as modified in these Special Instructions. 
 
This is a counting race for the LSSC Club Championship Series. 
 
Those members who are registered for the Sunday Club Series 
are automatically registered for this race and are not required to 
pay an additional.  If you switch divisions, this race will not count 
towards the Club Championship. 
 
Results and a hot dog roast will follow the race at the Jefferson 
Beach Gazebo.  All members are invited to attend.  In addition, 
trophies will be presented at the November membership meeting. 
 
 
RACE INSTRUCTIONS 
 

The Sailing Instructions for the Sunday Club Series  
shall apply to this race except as modified in thes e 
Special Instructions. 

 
STARTING TIMES 
 
Races will be started using USS RRS 26. 
Committee boat should be on station by 1030 
The following is the starting sequence under ideal conditions in 
which there are no delays or postponements.  It should be con-
sidered as a guide.  Class flag colors are listed as well. 
 
1054 ATTENTION: SIX SHORT HORNS 
1055 Warning Signal: Gun or Horn and 1st Class Flag Up 
1100 Class A Class Flag: Green 
1105 Class B Class Flag: Blue 
 
TIME LIMIT 
 
The time limit shall be seven (7) hours after the start of each class.  
ONE boat finishing within the time limit shall qualify the race for 
that class. ANY boat finishing within the time limit shall qualify ALL 
classes for OVERALL results, even if their class did not qualify 
individually for the race. The Committee boat shall stay on station 
until reasonably certain that all boats have finished, or until seven 
(7) hours after the last start.  Boats not across the finish line by that 
time shall record their own finish time ("G" mark abeam and within 
two boat lengths), and report to the Race Committee, at the after-
race awards location as soon as possible, or within 24 hours to the 
Race Chairperson. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COURSE MARKS 
 

G, G-1, St. Clair Light, G13 
 
 
COURSE TO BE SAILED – (SEE COURSE C - PAGE 11)  
 
The race shall start and finish at the "G" Mark.  The Committee 
boat shall fly a course number flag under the LSSC burgee and 
RC flag.   
 

Course #1 
"G" to "G-13", which shall be left to port, thence to "G-1", 
thence to the St. Clair Light, both of which shall be left to 
starboard, thence to the finish line at the "G". 
 
Course #2 
"G" to the St. Clair Light, which shall be left to port, thence 
to "G-1", which shall be left to port, thence to "G-13", which 
shall be left to starboard, thence to the finish at the "G". 
 
Course #3 
"G" to "G-1", thence to the St. Clair Light, thence to the 
finish at the "G", leaving all marks to starboard.   
 
Course #4 
 
"G" to the St. Clair Light, thence to "G-1", thence to the 
finish at the "G", leaving all marks to port.   

 
SHORTENED COURSE  
The Shortened Course flag ("S" - Blue Square on a white field) 
flown by a RC boat at a turning mark means to finish between 
the boat and that mark.   
 
SPECIAL NOTE 
The course includes two freighter channel marks, "G-13" and 
the St. Clair Light.  Boats shall remain clear of all freighter 
traffic while rounding these marks.  Interference with freighter 
traffic shall result in disqualification.  All boats shall display 
proper running lights, as conditions require. 
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Course C – Commodore’s Cup Race 

 
Headings Approximate & Magnetic  

 
Course Number Long Course (22.9 nm) Short Course (1 6.1 nm) 

 1 G - G13 - G1 – SCL – G   
 2 G – SCL - G1 - G13 – G   
 3  G - G1 – SCL – G  
 4  G – SCL – G1 – G  

 
Turning Mark Latitude Longitude 

G1-Huron Point N 42° 33.207’ W 82° 44.868’ 
St. Clair Light N 42° 27.892’ W 82° 45.206’ 

G13 N 42° 24.645’ W 82° 50.100’ 
G N 42° 28.500’ W 82° 51.000' 
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2008 LSSC WEDNESDAY SUNSET SERIES- Sailing Instruct ions 
 
A.  RULES 
The current rules of the United States Sailing Association 
(USSA) shall govern, except as modified by these sailing 
instructions.  Further, the Race Committee may, for good cause, 
alter these Sailing Instructions. 
 
B.  RACE DATES  
The LSSC Spring Sunset Series shall be held six (6) 
consecutive Wednesdays: May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 11, and 18.  
The LSSC Summer Sunset Series shall be held six (6) 
consecutive Wednesdays: August 6, 13, 20, 27, September 3, 
and 10. 
 
C.  STARTING SEQUENCE 
 
Races will be started using USS RRS 26. 
 
The following is the starting sequence under ideal conditions in 
which there are no delays or postponements.  It should be con-
sidered as a guide.  Class flag colors are listed as well. 
 
1854 ATTENTION: SIX SHORT HORNS 
1855 Warning Signal Horn and 1st Class Flag Up 
1900 PHRF-A Class Flag: Green 
1905 PHRF-B Class Flag: Red 
1910 PHRF-C Class Flag: White 
1915 PHRF-D Class Flag: Pink 
1920 PHRF-E Class Flag: Yellow 
1925 JAM-A Class Flag: Blue 
1930 JAM-B Class Flag: Orange 
1935 JAM-C Class Flag: Light Blue 

  
VISUAL SIGNALS - Visual Signals determine timing of 
the race.  Attention may be drawn to the visual signals by 
the firing of a horn or other audible signal. 

 

TIMING ERROR - When a class is not recalled after an 
error in the timing of the Start Signal, each succeeding 
signal shall be given at the correct interval from the 
preceding signal. 

 
D.  SIGNALS 
 

POSTPONEMENT - New Class Flag is not raised. 
 
RESTART - Attention sound Long Horn followed one 
minute later by Horn/Class Flag raised. 
 
SHORTENED COURSE - Flag "S" (blue square on a 
white field) - Two (2) horns -The Shortened Course flag 
shall be displayed at the start, below the flag that 
designates the course to be sailed. 
 
The Shortened Course flag flown from a RC boat at a 
turning mark means to finish between the boat displaying 
the flag and the mark. 
 
ABANDONMENT - Flag "N" (blue and white checked) - 
Three (3) horns - All races are abandoned for the day.  
Boats shall be notified of any rescheduling by the Race 
Committee. 

 
FINISHING - First boat in each fleet - One (1) “horn” - 
The first boat in each class to finish may be given a 
salute of one “horn”, if circumstances permit. 

 
INDIVIDUAL RECALL - Flag "X" (blue cross on white 
field) shall be displayed when one or more boats cross the 
starting line prior to their starting signal.  A sound signal 
may be given for each over early (on the course side) 
boat.  An attempt to hail the sail number(s) may be made 
by the Committee Boat.  It is the responsibility of each 
boat to make a proper start. 
 
GENERAL RECALL  – “First Substitute” - signal (yellow 
triangle within a blue triangle) - Two (2) horns - If a large 
portion of the class crosses the starting line early, or if a 
significant error is made in the timing of the starting signal, 
the class may be recalled for a new start.   
 
The First Substitute shall be raised (2 horns) and the 
recalled class shall clear the starting area and become the 
last class to start (five minutes after the last scheduled 
start in the original order of starting).  If the recalled class 
was, itself, the last (or only) start, it shall be restarted, 
beginning with a new warning Signal.  Other classes shall 
start without interruption. 
 
VHF Channel 68  – will be used by the Committee Boat for 
courtesy announcements before and during each race. 

 
E.  DIVISIONS AND CLASSES  
Two racing divisions will be designated for the season: Jib and 
Main (JAM) and Performance Handicap Racing Fleet (PHRF) 
 
F.  SAIL RESTRICTIONS 

 
JAM  RESTRICTIONS - Boats sailing in the JAM Division 
are restricted to headsails not exceeding 155%, shall not 
use staysails and shall have only one headsail up at a 
time except when changing sails.   
 
Whisker poles may be used without penalty provided 
provisions are made to ensure that the pole length cannot 
be made to exceed the "J" dimension.  Boats with whisker 
poles exceeding the "J" dimension shall be penalized as 
follows: 3-sec/mile for whisker poles exceeding the "J" 
dimension 12 inches or less.  An additional 3-sec/mile 
penalty shall be accessed for each additional foot in 
excess of the "J" dimension. 

 
G.  COURSE 
Refer to Course D, page 14, for approximate mark location and 
mark rounding sequence.  A course number flag shall be flown 
from the Committee boat under the RC flag, which shall indicate 
the course to be sailed.  The Committee Boat may also display 
a numbered sign near its transom.  All marks shall be rounded 
to the outside of, and in sequence with, the marks of the 
selected course to the finish line. 
 

START AND FINISH LINES - The Start and Finish lines 
are a line between the "G" Mark and the mast of the 
committee boat.  The Finish Line shall be crossed from the 
direction of the last turning mark of the course. 

 
NAVIGATIONAL ROUNDING  - In the event that a mark 
is missing, boats shall make a “navigational rounding” 
using the appropriate GPS coordinates. 
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RESTRICTED AREAS AT THE START AND FINISH - 
All boats shall keep clear of a restricted area 200 feet 
back of the starting line and between two imaginary lines 
extending out-ward and back from the starting buoy and 
the stern on the committee boat at 45 degrees, and 
including the first leg of the course until the warning 
signal (5 minutes to start) for their class has been made.  
A boat that has finished shall keep clear of the finish line 
and of all boats still racing.  Violators of this rule are 
subject to protest. 

 
The committee boat may place a protective flag off its 
quarter and no boat shall pass between it and the 
committee boat.  A boat passing between the committee 
boat and the protective marker shall be deemed to have 
hit a mark and must take appropriate action (720º 
Penalty Turn).  Any boat that sails the course but does 
not properly start shall be listed "DNS" or “OCS”. 

 
UNIDENTIFIED BOAT AT FINISH  - Any boat finishing 
whose sail numbers or identity cannot be verified by the 
Race Committee shall be ranked as "DNF" until the Race 
Committee has verified the boat's finish time.  Skippers 
are advised to record their own finish time and those of 
boats finishing near them.  Reflective sail number displays 
are highly recommended for nighttime finishes. 

 
H.  TIME LIMIT 
The time limit shall be three (3) hours after the start for each 
class.  ONE boat finishing within the time limit qualifies the race 
for that class. ANY boat finishing within the time limit shall 
qualify ALL classes for the OVERALL results, even if their class 
did not qualify individually for the race.  A boat finishing after 
2230 shall be responsible for reporting their finish time ("G" 
Mark within three (3) boat lengths) within two (2) hours to the 
race committee.  Deliver finish times to a Race Committee 
member at the designated after-race meeting facility. 
 
 
I.  PROTESTS 
All Protests shall be submitted in writing on protest forms 
available within the USSA Rule Book, from USSA or from the 
LSSC race committee, shall comply with rule 61.2, and be 
delivered to a to a race committee member at Jack’s Waterfront 
Race Headquarters within two (2) hours of the protesting boat’s 
finish time.  The Protest Chairman will contact all interested 
parties to arrange for a time for the hearing.  The Protest 
Committee shall hold hearings, in the approximate order of re-
ceipt, as soon as possible, at Jack’s.  It is the responsibility of 
the parties to the hearing to report to the Protest Chairman upon 
their arrival.  All parties to the hearing shall be present and 
ready to state their case at this time or a judgment may be ruled 
in favor of the party present.  Protests for the last race in a 
series will be heard at the site of the awards presentations.  See 
paragraph “M. Awards” for location. 
 
J.  PENALTIES FOR RULE INFRINGEMENT  
USSA Penalties for Breaking Rules, Rule 44 in its entirety is in 
effect for this series.  A boat that may have broken a rule of Part 
2 of the RRS, while racing, may avoid the protest by taking the 
720° turns penalty, Rule 44.1 and 44.2.   
 
The Scoring Penalty Rule 44.3 is also in effect.  A boat may 
avoid disqualification by accepting a penalty prior to a hearing.  
If Rule 44.3 is used it is recommended that they report their 
intentions to the committee boat stationed at the finish line.  
Flag "I" (black circle on a yellow field), or a yellow flag should be 

flown to indicate acceptance of a scoring penalty for breaking the 
rules. 
 
Any score determined as the result of a rules infringement shall 
be used in calculating all results. 
 
The Protest Committee may disqualify a boat for serious 
infringement of the rules, whether or not serious damage 
resulted. 
 
K.  RACE RESULTS  
Results for each race will be posted, the night of the race on the 
bulletin board at the Jack’s Waterfront Race Headquarters.  No 
standings will be provided via telephone.  Results will be posted, 
as soon as possible, at The Wine Dock and the Lake Shore Sail 
Club web site (www.lakeshoresailclub.org). 
 
L.  FINAL RESULTS  
For the purpose of awards, the LSSC low point system shall be 
used (3/4 point for first, 2 points for second, 3 points for third, 
etc.).  In the event of a tie, the US Sailing rules apply as in 
Appendix A, Chapter 8.  The series consists of the best four (4) 
out of six (6) races.  In the event a race or races are canceled, the 
best four (4) out of five (5) or the best three (3) out of four (4) 
races shall be used, etc. 
 
LSSC Member racers serving on the Race Committee will receive 
a score for that race as the average of their other races in that 
series.  Included in the average are races not raced (DNS, DNC, 
DNF, OCS, etc.) as determined by the race registration. 
 
M.  AWARDS 
First, second and third place awards shall be given in each class, 
which has at least seven (7) boats, qualified for the series.  If five 
(5) or six (6) boats qualify, two awards shall be given: three (3) or 
four (4) boats, one award.  Overall awards shall be presented to 
the top three (3) finishers in both the PHRF and JAM divisions.  
Awards will be presented the evening of the last race in each 
series at the Harper Woods Community Center located at 19748 
Harper Ave, Harper Woods (1-94 Service Drive at Allard) 
following the race.  All participants are invited to attend the 
awards party.   
 
 
********* 
DUE TO LIQUOR LICENSE RESTRICTIONS, NO ALCOHOL CAN 
BE BROUGHT INTO THE COMMUNITY CENTER BY GUESTS.   
********* 
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Course D – Wednesday Sunset Series Race 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 All Segments Approximately 1.3 nm Headings Approxim ate & Magnetic  

Course  
Number  

 
PHRF Long (6.5nm) 

JAM Long   
PHRF Short (5.2nm)  

 
JAM Short (3.9 nm) 

1 G – L – M – K – G  G – L – M – S – G  G – L – S – G  
2 G – K – M – L – G  G – S – M – L – G  G – S – L – G  
3 G – K – N – O – G  G – S – N – O – G  G – S – O – G  
4 G – O – N – K – G  G – O – N – S – G  G – O – S – G  
5 G – L – N – O – G  G – L – S – O – G  G – L – S – G  
 6 G – O – N – L – G  G – O – S – L – G  G – O – S – G  
7 G – L – M – O – G  G – L – S – O – G  G – L – S – G  
8 G – O – M – L – G  G – O – S – L – G  G – O – S – G  

 
Turning Mark Latitude Longitude 

G N 42° 28.500' W 82° 51.000' 
L N 42° 29.810' W 82° 50.620' 
M N 42° 30.220' W 82° 48.990' 
K N 42° 29.370' W 82° 47.700' 
N N 42° 28.090' W 82° 48.030' 
O N 42° 27.660' W 82° 49.630' 
S N 42° 28.930' W 82° 49.340' 

 

�



 

- 15 - 

Please Support Our Advertising Sponsors 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

- 16 - 

Please Support Our LSSC 
Premier Sponsors 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


